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UP A SPECTACULAR DRAMATIC 
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WITH BOTH HANDS...HELSINGEN 

SANOMAT

• 320-page trade paperback plus 32-page color insert
• �Finnish bestseller by insider Mape Ollila has been 

revised and corrected for U.S. publication
• �Official and definitive biography of Nightwish, 

written with complete and candid cooperation
• �Introduction by legendary rock impressario and 

Finnish Idol judge Jone Nikula
• �Exclusive and exhaustive interviews with present 

and former members of Nightwish, their families, 
teachers, business partners, musical peers, critics, 
fans, and countless others! 

• �Complete list of international concert appearances 
from 1996-2006, the entire Tarja Turunen era

• �Second release by new publishing company founded 
by author Ian Christe (Sound of the Beast, Everybody 

Wants Some, Sirius Satellite Radio)
• �Specs: 7”x9.5”x1.5” high-quality trade paperback; 

glossy cover with french flaps. Weight: 2lbs.
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Hailing from the tiny hamlet of Kitee, Finland (pop. 
10,000) Nightwish has captivated the world’s imagination 
with magical million-selling releases like Once, Century Child, 
and Wishmaster. Their saga is a heavy metal fable as dramatic 
and tumultuous as the band’s epic symphonic music. In these 
details and confessions, a vivid and painfully honest portrait of 
a musical dream emerges—and tensions swell as a split with 
original singer Tarja Turunen becomes inevitable.

In this remarkably revealing official biography, author Mape 
Ollila charts the rise from village student project to global 
stardom, gaining unprecedented access not just to the members 
of Nightwish past and present; but also their families, their 
loyal and lewd crew, their peers, their critics, and countless 
other insiders from the Nightwish adventure. Here are laid 
bare the creative firepower and personal demons of songwriter 
Tuomas Holopainen; the unique talents and traits of guitarist 
Emppu Vuorinen, drummer Jukka Nevalainen, and bassist 
Marco Hietala; and the true reasons behind the 2005 departure 
of vocalist Tarja Turunen—in the band’s words and hers. 

Along the way, the band struggles with religious protesters, 
fortune-tellers, naked crew members, health problems, shady 
promoters, out-of-control fans, and the growing pains of an 
ever-steeper rock star learning curve. Happily ever after or not, 
these unique Finnish personalities are brought to life in this 
journey of into the mysteries of…Once Upon a Nightwish.
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